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T’was just before Christmas, 
And all through the town, 
People wore masks, 
That covered their frown. 
The frown had begun 
Way back in the Spring, 
When a global pandemic 
Changed everything. 
They called it corona, 
But unlike the beer, 
It didn’t bring good times, 
It didn’t bring cheer. 
Contagious and deadly, 
This virus spread fast, 
Like a wildfire that starts 
When fueled by gas. 
Airplanes were grounded, 
 
 
I’m looking forward to seeing you in the new year with our masks and no hugs! Donna Southworth, Editor 

 
 

Wave two has arrived, 
Much to our disliking. 
Frontline workers, 
Doctors and nurses, 
Try to save people, 
From riding in hearses. 
This virus is awful, 
This COVID-19. 
There isn’t a cure. 
There is no vaccine. 
It’s true that this year 
Has had sadness a plenty, 
We’ll never forget 
The year 2020. 
And just ‘round the 

corner– 
The holiday season, 
But why be merry? 
 

Travel was banned. 
Borders were closed 
Across air, sea and land. 
As the world entered 

lockdown 
To flatten the curve, 
The economy halted, 
And folks lost their nerve. 
From March to July 
We rode the first wave, 
People stayed home, 
They tried to behave. 
When summer emerged 
The lockdown was lifted. 
But away from caution, 
Many folks drifted. 
Now it’s November 
And cases are spiking, 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Is there even one reason? 
To decorate the house 
And put up the tree, 
When no one will see it, 
No-one but me. 
But outside my window 
The snow gently falls, 
And I think to myself, 
Let’s deck the halls! 
So, I gather the ribbon, 
The garland and bows, 
As I play those old carols, 
My happiness grows. 
Christmas ain’t cancelled 
And neither is hope. 
If we lean on each other, 
I know we can cope.💕 

Author unknown 
 

Holiday Preparations 
The Depot 
Garden on 
Dec. 8: The 
Pegula is 
welcome-
ing strollers 
(even 
though it is 
undergoing 
repair). The 
pink muhly 
grass sways 
in the wind, 
the azalea 
sports fall 
yellow 
color, the 
evergreen 
is festive green, the lights are twinkling on the fence’s 
garland, and the red bows make the scene pop. Photo Donna S. 

Club Business 
Development: Beth Rounds reports that Treasurer 
John James is doing a great job with streamlining the 
club’s accounting processes; this will help Beth with 
the Kirby Grant submissions.  

Denise Barthold and Beth have discussed a fountain 
for the Depot Garden. Steve Robbat, a local water 
feature expert, has offered to consult on the 
installation. He has two stone basins that may fit our 
needs and if so, he will sell at cost. Dale Weiler also 
offered to consult, but he and former member Loti 
Woods are frequently traveling in their new RV, while 
Steve doesn’t work in the winter. (If you are interested 
in Steve’s work – check out waterspirit.com.) 
 

Education: All programs are on hold. 
 

Financials: Treasurer John James presented the 2021 
Budget at the December TGC Board meeting and it 
was adopted. The club is ready for the new year!   

John pointed out that the numbers are very positive 
and the club will likely meet last year’s income budget 
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by the end of December. John is pleased with the 
transfer of the club’s accounting to Quickbooks online. 
This will be allow the review of the accounting records 
more easily, and be useful for budgeting, PCCF 
purposes and for monthly reporting going forward. It 
will be possible to track donors and members through 
the accounting system beginning in January. We are 
doing most of our checks online through the bank so 
for those of you submitting check requests you will 
need to include the phone number of the payee. 

 

Historian/Archival Report:-Joy Soderquist reports 
that she met with Treasurer John James to go over the 
Historian/Archival and Tryon Garden Club’s steward-
ship of Pearson’s Falls & Glen 90th anniversary budget 
line items for 2021. The start of the 90th year will be 
November 2021. 

She made Treasurer John James aware of the need to 
renew TGC’s membership in Tryon Downtown 
Development Association and Saluda Business Assoc.  
 

Hospitality: See Virtual Hospitality, page 5. Jackie 
Weedon is serving a recipe for Yummy Spice Packages, 
a Christmas treat.  
 

Marketing/Publicity: Beth Rounds reports that all the 
relevant media, including Saluda Lifestyles, have been 
adjusted or alerted to reflect the Pearson’s Falls winter 
hours, plus Wednesday closures. President Susan 
Kelley called the local Visitor Centers and alerted 
them to these changes.  

The social media posts continue to be active, 
although Beth expects a slowdown in the coming days.  

Beth purchased two green swags from the Down-to-
Earth Garden center and delivered them to PF on Dec. 
5 see page 3. The Down-to-Earth owners gave the club 
a discount. In return Beth will promote their business 
on FB this week, and Andy is going to stop by and 
give Fran, the owner, two free passes to the Falls. Fran 
has never visited the Falls!  

Beth and John James worked together to prepare a 
club 2021 budget.  
 

Membership: All was quiet this month. 
 

Programs: Donna Wise reports that she and Jenny 
Purtill at the Lanier Library have settled on the Mark 
Catesby program for January 20, the usual Tryon 
Garden Club meeting date. They will be working out 
the details about how the program will be presented--
power point or conversation, Zoom or Facebook, the 
exact time, etc. The program will be recorded and will 
be accessible at a later date. This will be mentioned 
during the program and the library will post links and 
other info. Donna Wise will place Catesby related 
information in the display case at the library on January 
2. The library has the recent book The Curious Mark 
Catesby and video. Also Patrick McMillan has two 
articles on Mark Catesby. 

 

Civic Beautification 
Depot Garden Activity: Denise Barthold is hoping 
that the leaves have all fallen. She has been blowing 
leaves from the paths and the Pacolet Street sidewalk, 
and with Linda Lovelace, picking up tree debris for 
weeks. Denise and Linda have planted many varieties 
of daffodils and three areas of Scilla bifolia. Thank 
you to Jackie Burke for this donation and to Beth 
Rounds for the donation of 
Ajuga ‘Chocolate Chip’. It was 
planted in a ‘no mulch’ area. 
 

Flag pole removal? Have you 
ever noticed the flag pole in 
the Depot Garden? There  
is one. Denise Barthold noticed 
digging around it. It looks like 
the flagpole by the main 
staircase is finally going to be 
removed by the town. It was 
discussed at a town meeting 
several years ago. It has 
become no longer useable in 
the Depot Garden due to the maturity and fullness of 
the surrounding willow oak and Crape Myrtle trees.Photo Donna S. 
 

Pagota Repair: Jack Carlock and Jane Darby picked 
up the materials and paint for the Depot Garden 
pergola from Henson’s in Landrum. The club will  
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reimburse Jack and Jane. The club appreciates 
Henson’s support (discount) with this project.  

On November 28 Jack and Jane worked on the 
pergola. They had cut and painted the cedar boards in 
their garage prior to starting work on the pergola. 
Currently Jack is waiting for a friend and neighbor to 
make the precise cuts needed on the bottom edge 

boards using his compound miter saw. Jack has 
applied a special product that hardens wood and 
prevents further deterioration where it was needed. 
Depending on the weather, painting the pagoda may 
have to wait until spring. 
 

Decorated for the Holidays: On December 3 garland 
and red bows were hung on the fence. Unfortunately, 
some of the club’s light strands were no longer work-
ing. Linda Lovelace purchased and donated Christmas 
LED string lights. She and Denise have completed the 
bow and garland installation on the fence. 
 

Depot Garden Fountain? Denise Barthold and Beth 
Rounds have been discussing the possibility of an 
installation of a small fountain in the garden. Beth 
reached out to Steve Robbat with regards to acquiring 
materials and installation. So far the three have not 
been able to meet, but hopefully it can be scheduled in 
the near future.  
 

From the Pearson’s Falls Mist 

Pearson’s Falls November Attendance: Bob Tobey’s 
comment about November PF attendance was, “Well, 
so much for my forecasting ability! November was 
unbelievable even though we had 5 weeks vs 4 last 
year.” Bob reports that there were 3435 visitors vs 

Fall beauty in 
the Depot 
Garden. The cold 
wind whistles, 
but the sun 
shines warmly 
on the bench 
and path, 
lighting up the 
fall foliage.  

Photos Donna S. 

Tis’ the Season: The PF gate may be closed on December 
Wednesdays, but they sure look festive and welcoming. 
Thank you to Down to Earth and Beth Rounds for 
orchestrating the swags.  Photo Andy Ruff 
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1965 in 2019, and $14,645 vs $8,376 income. Year-
To-Date the PF visitors and income are still behind 
2019. The PF income should be greater than the 
budgeted $112,250 income for the year 2020. 
 

What’s Happening at Pearson’s Falls: Bob Tobey 
reports that the larger Pearson’s Falls hemlocks in the 
parking area and along the trail were treated on 
November 17, at what was hopefully an optimal time. 
This was very expensive $2775, but if it saves our 
trees, well worth the cost. This treatment should  
last 5-7 years. (That brings the cost to less than $500 
per year.) 

Veteran’s Day was modestly successful; 12 total 
Vets on Veterans Day plus Monday-Friday of the 
following week. Remind your friends that active duty 
military are always free. 

PF was closed Wednesdays December 2 and 9, and 
will be closed December16 so that Andy, Gene, Will 
and John can do maintenance and repairs. For example 
they had 10 bags of concrete to haul to and use near 
the falls! The PF closure for maintenance is on the PF 
phone message, as well as being publicized on the 
media by Beth, Janet and Susan.  

The weather cooperated and we had two very 
successful Ivy Pulls at PF. Thank you very much to: 
Carol McCall, Jack Carlock (twice), Jackie Burke. 
(twice), Jim Welch, Pat Gass, Robin Rice, Rosalie 
Rogers (twice), Sandy Brunner, Andy Ruff and Gene 
Justice. . . that's a big ivy pile in the picture! 

Andy has repaired a very small hole in the Garden 
House roof probably caused by a fallen branch. . . no 
leaks, thank goodness! 
 

November PF Maintenance: Andy Ruff reports that 
he and his team continue to blow and mulch the trails, 
and remove debris from the roofs and ditches—the 
bathrooms need to be scrubbed and the compost 
moved. The bags of cement that were carried to the 
falls were used to repair the walkway to Susan’s 
bench, and the steps by the falls and rain shelter. 
 

Historical Tidbits 
Blue Ridge Heritage Trail sign at Pearson's Falls: It 
was June 10, 2015 when Susan Kelley, Past-President 
at that time, sent an email to the TGC board members, 
“We’re finally getting our signage!!!” There had been 
a long delay between the time the club paid the $1500 
for the trail sign and it became a reality. That day the 
club was told that the full-size printer proofs had been 
reviewed by Rob Bell (see article on page 7) and 
Melinda Massey (BRHT marketing). They remarked 
that the signs looked stunning; the signs were expected 
at the warehouse in Fletcher around July 1; and the 
installation company would start putting them into the 
ground in August. In 2020, the Blue Ridge Heritage 
Trail includes a collection of 70 interpretive sites in 

Pearson’s Falls Ivy Pulls 
Top: The piles of ivy, but in the 
background all the ivy yet to 
be removed. Middle: Bob, Jim, 
Carol, Sandy, Jackie and Jack. 
Right: At the gate, new 
member Rosalie.  Photos Andy Ruff 
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Western North Carolina, a website, map brochure and 
kiosks at 6 NC Welcome Centers. 

The PF sign was installed and the first issue of the 
TGC newsletter, Oct. 2015, featured its installation.  
 
Virtual Hospitality 
A Christmas Treat: This 
month “baker 
extraordinary” Jackie 
Weedon is sharing a 
cookie recipe for a treat 
that she wishes she could 
share with you along with 
a cup of holiday cheer. 
The recipe and photo are 
from the December 2007 
issue of Better Homes and Gardens magazine with 
helpful notes by Jackie.  

 

Yummy Spice Packages:  Makes 64 cookies. 
BAKE 8-10 minutes/batch at 375°F1 
 

INGREDIENTS 
¾ cup real butter, softened 1 tsp ground cardamom 
¾ cup granulated sugar 1 T milk 
¼ tsp salt 9 ounces (2 cups all- 
1 tsp vanilla purpose) flour 

3 to 4 T coarse white sugar (not pearl) 
1 recipe Red Icing below (optional) 
 

PREPARATION  
x Beat butter on medium to high speed 30 seconds. 

Add sugar, cardamom, and salt; beat until 
combined, scraping bowl. Beat in milk and 
vanilla. Beat until very light and fluffy. Beat in 
flour until combined. 

x Divide dough in half; shape into two 8-inch logs.2 
Roll logs in coarse sugar. Wrap in plastic wrap.3 
Form into square logs: press logs flat on work 
surface and keep working around until square. 
Chill 2 to 24 hours or until firm enough to slice.4 

x Preheat oven. On cutting board, cut logs in ¼-
inch slices; place 1 inch apart on parchment-lined 
or ungreased cookie sheet.5 

x Bake 8 to 10 minutes or until edges are golden. 
Cool on rack. Pipe Red Icing ribbons and bow.6 
Makes 48.  

 

Red Icing (makes ⅓ cup) 
 Beat 2 tablespoons softened butter on medium 

to high until fluffy. 
 Beat in ½ cup powdered sugar; beat in  

1 tablespoon milk and 1 teaspoon vanilla. 
 Gradually beat in ½ cup powdered sugar. 
 Add milk for piping consistency, tint red. 
 Store Cookies between sheets of waxed paper 

in container up to 1 week at room 
temperature.7 Freeze up to 3 months. 

___________________ 
1 Can bake at convection setting 375°F, which will 
reduce to 350°F. 
2 Use a ruler to form and slice. 
3 Sugar the logs on the plastic wrap. 
4 Chilling overnight works well. It also works well to 
pop into freezer for 30 minutes. Chill in square cake 
pan to keep the ends square. 
5 One sliced log will fit on an extra-large sheet. 
6 Cookies are tasty without icing. Don’t need icing.  
7 In a zipped bag at room temperature, they softened but 
didn’t get stale for a long time. 
 

Editor’s note: Made them. They are easy and delicious! 
  

Those in attendance were (left to right) Mary Reeves, 
Eva Pratt, President Donna Southworth, Susan Kelly, 
Andy Ruff, Pat Gass, Judith Gosser, and Melinda Massey.
  Photographer unknown 
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Member to Member Sharing 
Some Landscape Design Dos and Don’ts, Part 3: 
This is the third and final installment in a series about 
Landscape Design contributed by Tryon Garden Club 
member Mary Reeves. In October she considered “The 
Design”, last month she summarized “Landscape 
Design Considerations”. This month she points out 
things that will make the whole process go more 
smoothly. The original information is from Hidden 
Road Landscape Design, Nina Shippen, 
nina@gardeninadesign.com. 

Do try to edit existing features before settling on 
your design—it may be enough. Start from the 
house and work out. Start with overall structure or 
architecture, then refine to the level of plant 
choice.  

Do define your edges.  
Do pay attention to non-visual senses, especially 

noises and scents.  
Do use plants that will scent their surroundings (to 

your liking), such as witch hazel, peonies, bearded 
iris, lavender, herbs, boxwood, and lilies.  

Do consider plants native to the Southern 
Appalachians.  

Do mark ALL of your utilities before installation. 
Call 811 – Call Before You Dig.  

Do stake or otherwise mark the entire design 
outlines—gardens, paths, steps, patio, and walls.  

Do lay conduit under hardscape for future lighting or 
irrigation. Expect the team leader of your 
installation crew to know and supervise planting 
requirements for all kinds of plants, from balled 
and burlap wrapped trees to landscape plugs.  

Do try to incorporate moved soil, stone, and wood 
chips on site.  

Do plan for problems such as animals (bear, deer, 
snakes, and dogs), slopes and erosion, and 
weeds/invasives.  

Do try to avoid soil compaction by minimizing the 
use of heavy machinery on site. Use wood chips, 
plywood, anything to better distribute the weight of 
heavy machinery.  

Don’t create water features that, though lovely, are 
too loud or will require extensive upkeep.  

Don’t get so attached to your design that you can’t 
make changes if you discover a better solution, or 
encounter unforeseen problems.  

Don’t dot your plant groups, connect your plant 
islands. 

Don’t plant beneath roof lines or under decks.  
Don’t try to grow lawn where it is not happy.  
Don’t use invasive plants—Period! There are always 

alternatives.  
Don’t use landscape fabric.  
 

Garden Hoses Help With Landscape Design: As a 
companion thought to Mary Reeves’ garden planning 
is this note from the Polk County Cooperative 
Extension eNewsletter, January 2015.  

Today’s modern landscape designs rely more and 
more on curved plant beds. For homeowners that like 
to do their own landscaping, use a common garden 
hose to help outline your new landscape planting 
areas. The hoses can be moved and placed so you can 
visualize how the curves will look. Set out the hoses 
and leave them in place for a couple weeks to observe. 
Once you have determined its location, take a shovel 
and dig around the inside of the garden hose to outline 
your layout. Now you can remove the hose, put it 
away, and begin landscaping. 

 
District 1 News 
Daffy Jills Garden Club Visits Pearson Falls: On 
Thursday, November 5, Mary Lance, Program Chair 
and Jean Shumway organized the Daffy Jills Garden 
Club Pearson’s Falls meeting. Eight socially distanced 
members met, enjoyed a scavenger hunt, and made the 
hike to the falls.   
 

National Garden Club Inc. Update 
Ames Tool Grant Community Project: Since 2014 
the largest manufacturer of garden tools in the US has 
partnered with the NGC, Inc. to provide garden tools 
to garden clubs. Each year every NGC, Inc. club is 
eligible to apply for $250 of tools. Twenty–six clubs in 
22 US states were selected from 100 applications for a 
2020 Ames Tool Grant. The tools are being used to 
beautify communities; introduce youngsters to 
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horticulture; work with those with disabilities; increase 
accessibility to fresh food; and other project that 
enhance wellbeing and the environment. 

The application is available at gardenclub.org, then 
on the home page click on “awards and grants”. 

 

Season’s Greetings from Gay Austin, NGC, Inc. 
President: “Like perennial plants, garden club mem-
bers keep coming back even stronger and dedicated to 
our world. I wish each of you a blessed holiday season 
bringing joyful times and happy memories.” 

 
Exploring With Jim Welch 
The Black Bear: The American native black bear is 
an omnivore and eats both plants and animals, and just 
about anything else. On October 13, at 4 in the 
afternoon as I was driving down Pinnacle Falls Lane 
just above the Amick Lodge, a bear crossed the road in 
front of me and paused at the edge if the bank. I had 
stopped the jeep and the bear was staring intently at 
me and appeared to be wrinkling his nose as though he 
smelled food. I am sure it was the open bag of Doritos 
on the front seat next to me so I took one photo, and 
eased on down the road. Photo by Jim 

In Western North Carolina, black bears enter the 
dens for hibernation in late November or December 
after putting on some layers of fat to last them through 
the winter. During hibernation, the bear undergoes 
several body changes including lower heart rate, 

constriction of blood vessels, reduced breathing and 
lower oxygen consumption. They have the ability to 
remain stationary for long periods of time without 
feeding or eliminating waste. 

Editor’s note: If you live along Skyuka Road, 
Columbus, you may have seen a black bear that has 
been feasting on the 4-H goats at the Cooperative 
Extension campus. At first it was thought a goat rustler 
was making off with the Nigerian-Dwarf-Goats; but 
then the bear laid the goat shed siding back, left claw 
marks and fur, and carried off more goats. The 
remaining goats have been moved to a safer place, and 
at press time, the bear is still roaming free. 
 
Other News 
Senior Director of Programs Rob Bell Departing 
Blue Ridge National Heritage Area at the end of 
December: Rob joined the AdvantageWest team in 
April 2003 to help bring BRNHA to life. During the 
past 17 years, Rob has been key to the development 
and implementation of the heritage area’s program-
ming, including its very successful grants program.  

Rob was instrumental in the development of the Blue 
Ridge National Heritage Area’s Management Plan, its 
branding and messaging, and website development. He 
has been the cornerstone of the development of the 
Blue Ridge Music Trails, which now features more 
than 155 partners, a vibrant website, guidebook, map 
brochure, podcasts and magazine. He was instrumental 
in the creation of the Blue Ridge National Heritage 
Area’s Traditional Artists Directory that features 
nearly 500 members including musicians, craft artists, 
storytellers and others who keep our Southern 
Appalachian and Cherokee traditions alive; the final 
completion of the Blue Ridge Heritage Trail; and the 
development of the Blue Ridge Craft Trails. 

Editior’s note: Tryon Garden Club Historian Joy 
Soderquist remarked that “Tryon Garden Club and 
Pearson’s Falls have had a great partnership with 
BRNH.” Thanks Joy for bringing Rob’s retirement to 
our attention. 
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Less you forget: This is the third group of fellow 
Tryon Garden Club members. Some photos were taken 
at club meetings and three are selfies. Photographers 
congradulate yourselves on a great job. It is wonderful 
to see you without your mask.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THERE WILL BE A JANUARY TGC MEETING! 
The TGC is partnering with the Lanier Library to bring 
you a program. Donna Wise reports that she and Jenny 
Purtill at the Lanier Library have settled on the Mark 
Catesby program for January 20, the usual Tryon 
Garden Club meeting date. Warm up your computer 
and best smile, it may be interactive. More details will 
be coming soon. Read more on page 2, “Programs”.  

Elizabeth Nager Mary Reeves Carol Norma & Alan Batchelder 
   Meeske 

Kathleen Linda Gene Andy  
Sousa Watts  Justice Ruff 

Janie Marlow Joyce Lamb John Vining Denise Barthold Marion Crounse 
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For the Good of the Order 
Holiday Greenery from the Garden: When 
gathering greenery for holiday decorations from the 
garden and landscape remember that you are pruning 
the plants and good pruning practices apply! 
x Use sharp pruners and make the cuts at branch 

angles or leaf nodes so it doesn't leave a stub. 
x Keep an eye on the shape of the plant and don't get 

carried away. Think before you cut! 
x Remove branches evenly around the plant to 

maintain a natural form. 
With many conifers you don’t want to cut beyond 

the innermost needles, since many don't regrow from 
this point. Also to help extend the life of the greenery, 
soak it overnight or apply an anti-transpirant such as 
Wilt-Pruf to keep the foliage from drying out.  

Information from the Buncombe County Cooperative 
Extension Center’s Mountain Gardener e-Newsletter 
December 2019. 
 
Holiday Plant Care 101—Poinsettias, Christmas 
Cactus and Amaryllis: The Poinsettia, the most 
notable traditional holiday plant, can be found in red, 
pink, gold, white and a variety of color combinations. 

Poinsettias do best in a bright indirect light and away 
from both hot or cold air drafts. If the plant comes in a 
decorative wrapping, make a hole in the bottom or 
completely remove it when watering. Water often 
enough to keep the soil evenly moist but not soggy. 
Don't let the plant sit in the water for too long since 
this will cause the roots to rot. If this happens the 
foliage wilt and turn yellow... which of course can 
happen when there is 
EITHER too little or too 
much water.  

Christmas cactus is a 
thornless cactus member 
and can be easy to care 
for, become part of the 
houseplant collection and 
re-bloom in subsequent 
years without a lot of effort. The Christmas cactus is 
available in pink, white, red, and violet. It likes bright, 
indirect light and since it’s a cactus it prefers light to 

moderate watering. Too wet? It will 
rot. Too dry? The flower buds will 
drop off. 

Amaryllis is a tropical plant with 
large, 8-10 inch blooms in shades of 
red, pink, orange, coral, white and 

even red and white together. Amaryllis do better if 
they are pot-bound, so it’s good to use a pot with a 
drainage hole and just barely larger than the bulb. 
Leave about 2/3 of the bulb above the soil level and 
water thoroughly. When it begins to grow, move the 
amaryllis to a sunny location and water whenever the 
soil feels dry to the touch 

Information from the Buncombe County Cooperative 
Extension Center’s Mountain Gardener e-Newsletter 
December 2019. 
 

Yard and Garden December Job 
Information from the Tryon Daily Bulletin, Thursday, 
December 1, 1988, The Polk Co. Agricultural Service: 
x Fertilize Nothing outside. Spread your wood ashes 

on your vegetable garden, bulb beds, and lawns. 
x Plant Nothing. 
x Prune berry producing plants for table arrangements. 

Remove undesirable trees from your landscape, e.g. 
Tree of Heaven (Ailanthus altissima). 

x Specific chores: 
o Collect soil samples if you didn’t do it earlier in the 

year and send them off to be analyzed. 
o Continue to add leaves to the compost bin. 
o Prepare bird feeders 
o Dig and store summer bulbs 
o Clean up and store your garden tools. 
o Store leftover fertilizers in dry location for spring. 
 

Quote of the month: “Very few of us can honestly say 
we look better naked. The contoured filbert is a shrub 
best suited to a naked life.”  Marianne Willburn, 

The voice of The Small Town Gardener 
 

Marianne notes that contorted filbert is Corylus 
avellana ‘Contorta’; it is under the Betulaceae (birch) 
family. Other common names include corkscrew hazel, 
contorted European filbert, and European hazel. It may 
also be called Harry Lauder's walking stick.  


