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With best wishes for a Happy Thanksgiving  

and a very Merry Christmas.   

Let’s all “ Remember the Reason for the Season” 

May you all be Blessed, 

Linda 

President’s Message 

Linda McLendon 

GCNC President  
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What’s on the agenda in the upcoming months for garden club members? Never again will 
you have the opportunity to attend a South Atlantic Regional meeting, a 100th year 
celebration event of GCNC, and a meeting of the National Garden Club - all within driving 
distance 

MARCH 9 - 10 
RALEIGH , NC 

2025 SAR CONVENTION 
HOSTED 

 BY NORTH CAROLINA 

EVENTS—Installation Year 

MAY 4 - 6 
WINSTON-SALEM NC 

ANNUAL MEETING OF GCNC 
AND 100 YEAR 

 CELEBRATION 

MAY 18-21 
NORTH CHARLESTON S.C. 

ANNUAL MEETING OF 
THE NATION GARDEN 

CLUBS, INC. 
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GCNC Board News 
Charles McLendon—GCNC 1st Vice President/

Membership Chair 
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GCNC Board News 

https://iok7cu4ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Fbgg51pMXJ0MuGy4u1JD3Vlb-FQigt2BV0rU2sUa6Yt6Q4KPAjZPPRBZu1iC6CigsAjfLH-p9lcbMA2lB2Szj4THW8FAN1Ptw8Ll7QYcbonBxyfOewuMkSkUH6LW5NJPUSBLsXMBQJ4RCsr92q36JaJ_LcPLLHYNjdJshFXsMk_KfQmWZK14Ah-M4U5TnpZLXCjVe9c1Mffldp9E0PnSPnx
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Marilyn Wright— as Historian 

 

What a difference 80 years makes!  Here is a page 

from the first NC Gardener: 
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Suzanne Gurski—GCNC 3rd Vice President, Youth 
Chair 

The rules for the contest can be found at:  
https://gardenclubofnc.org/poetry_contest   
 
Send your entries by January 1st to:  Suzanne Gurski 
                                    3006 Boverie St SW 
                                    Shallotte, NC  28470 
 
Let’s show the other states North Carolina rocks!!   

 

https://gardenclubofnc.org/poetry_Contest
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Chair:  Paula Hartman 

Blue/Gold Star Markers 

We just received word that the prices of the Blue 

and  Gold Star Markers will be increased by ap-

proximately 3 % as of January 1, 2025. 

If your club is interested in ordering a marker, 

please send the application to Paula Hartman, 

NC Chair, by the end of December.  You DO NOT 

need to send the check in with the application. 

Just the application to me to approve it. 

And as far as date of dedication, just write in an 

approximate date at least 4 months out. 

Call me  252 670 3233 or 

email paulamhartman1947@gmail.com with any 

questions .   

"All to see, lest we forget,  those who help to keep 

us free." 

Blue-gold-star-tri-fold-brochure  

https://gardenclubofnc.org/images/downloads/BlueGoldStarMarkers/blue_gold_star_tri_fold_brochure_download.pdf
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third marker was then added to be placed beyond 
highways to include VA Centers, hospitals and National 
Cemeteries and named Blue Star Memorial Marker. 
Garden clubs wanted to show everyone we had not 
forgotten our men and women who were serving all 
over of the world.  Only federated garden club have 
the distinction of placing Blue and Gold Star markers. 
In 2015, the National Garden Club was approached to 
design and install a Gold Star marker identical to the 
Blue Star markers but with a different focus. They re-
placed the blue star with a gold star (following the tra-
dition of placing a gold star when the loved one died in 
wartime) This marker is similar to the Blue Star but the 
Gold Star Families Memorial Markers  has the inscrip-
tion, “A Tribute to All Gold Star Families Honor-Hope- 
Healing.” There are more than 1.7 million family mem-
bers fitting the description of a Gold Star family. The 
Gold Star wives are active in bringing the message of 
hope and support to remind us of the price of freedom 
in the loss of their loved ones.  Gold Star Dedications 
include representatives of the Gold Star Families – 
wives, husbands, mothers, sisters who share their sto-
ries with the attendees. Today we will hear from a 
Gold Star Mother, Trish Slape.  These markers serve as 
a lasting tribute to fallen heroes by providing a place 
for the families and communities to remember and 
honor their child’s sacrifice. 
placing this Gold Star Families Memorial Marker here 
at the City Park of Havelock for area residents, visitors, 
veterans and active duty to see and remember. 
I thank you for joining in this dedication and hope you 
will keep all our men and women close to your heart 
today and always as we remember I thank you for 
joining in this dedication and hope you will keep all 
our men and women close to your heart today and 
always as we remember 
 
       ALL TO SEE, LESS WE FORGET, THOSE WHO HELP 
TO KEEP US FREE 

Blue/Gold Star Memorial Marker News 

GOLD STAR FAMILIES MEMORIAL MARKER 
DEDICATION SPEECH GIVEN BY PAULA HART-
MAN, GCNC BLUE/GOLD STAR MEMORIAL MAK-
ER CHAIRMAN 
 
SEPT 17, 2024- CITY PARK OF HAVELOCK 
GOOD MORNING DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, VET-
ERANS AND MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES.  I 
AM PAULA HARTMAN, NC  BLUE AND GOLD STAR 
CHAIRPERSON 
WELCOME TO THE DEDICATION OF THIS GOLD 
STAR FAMILIES MEMORIAL MARKER  
LAST YEAR WE PLACED A BLUE STAR MEMORIAL 
MARKER HERE IN HONOR OF THOSE SERVICEMEN 
AND WOMEN WHO SERVED, ARE SERVING AND 
WILL SERVE AND TODAY  
TRENT WOODS GARDEN CLUB IS GRATEFUL THAT 
THE DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS HAVE 
AGREED TO SPONSOR THIS GOLD STAR MARKER 
TO HONOR THOSE FAMILIES WHO LOST A LOVED 
ONE IN DEFENSE OF OUR COUNTRY 
FIRST, THOUGH, MAY I PLACE SOME PERSPEC-
TIVE ON THE INVOLVEMENT OF THE GARDEN 
CLUB IN THIS ENDEAVOR 
At the close of World War 11, National Garden 
Clubs were seeking a suitable means of honoring 
our servicemen and women. The Blue Star Me-
morial Highway Marker program began with plac-
ing markers on highways to honor those who 
served in World War 11, but it was enlarged to 
include all servicemen and women who had 
served, were serving and would serve in the 
Armed Forces. The project was named for the 
Blue Star in the service flag which hung in win-
dows of homes and businesses to honor their 
sons and daughters away from home. This pro-
gram was the first project done by the National 
Garden Clubs on a national scale. As the patri-
otism and support grew, a smaller marker, a BY-
Way Marker, was introduced and placed in neigh-
borhood parks, civic and historical grounds. A 
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Blue/Gold Star Memorial Marker News 

 

Paula Hartman and members of  Trent Woods Garden Club gather at City Park of Havelock to dedicate a 

Gold Star Families Memorial Marker on September 27, 2024. 



 

The North Carolina Gardener | WINTER 2024  12 

 The Brevard HS Garden has been an exciting un-
dertaking.  I have volunteered 26 hours on this 
project working closely with the BHSGC President, 
Amara Campanini.  The area we beautified was all 
turf with one tree.  Amara and I planned and laid 
out the beds.  I gave Amara resources, and my 
drawing tools to research and plan with the club 
the types of plants they wanted to see in their stu-
dent common area.  The students visited the gar-
den center where I was employed, and as we 
toured the grounds, I described the plants and 
their attributes, and they took notes.  The students 
then huddled and discussed and chose the plant for 
the flower beds. The next step was killing the turf 
and prepping the beds for planting.  The students 
got to experience the laborious job of scraping turf 
and loosening the compacted soil! Oddly enough, 
the vermiculture in the soil is active!  That was encouraging. The next step was to 
place the plants and start planting them!  As we focused on using mostly natives in 

the garden, we also decided not to bring in soil and 
to experiment by allowing the perennials and mulch 
to amend the soil.  Success!  The soil is already rich-
er!  In addition to the two beautiful flower beds 
and one ornamental grass bed, there are raised gar-
den beds for food crops, a garden shed that a BHSGC 
member painted, and the students will be compost-
ing.  One student made garden benches that have 
been placed under the tree for hanging out, outdoor 
meetings and classes. At this time, I am mentoring 
the students on how to care for the plants.  The stu-
dents have not only learned about plants and in-
stalling them, but budgeting and planning has been 
a big factor in this project as well.  The students 
raised funds, and have researched and purchased all 
the items to make this idea come to fruition.  

 I am extremely proud of these students and this 
project!   

Kim Antrim, District 1, Vice-Director 

Exciting Endeavors:  District 1 



 

The North Carolina Gardener | WINTER 2024  13 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

District 1 
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District 1 
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District 2 
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District 2 
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District 3 Fall Meeting, October 26th 

DISTRICT 3 

Charlotte Council of Garden Clubs 

gather at their meeting house – the 

Betty Little house - for a catered lunch 

Catching up on news: 

Charline Sims (l) 

Judy Barnes (c) 

Jill Rogers, District Director—Right  

District 3 
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District 3 Fall Meeting, October 26th 

DISTRICT 3—Highlights 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Council Presidents and Presidents of most of the District 3 clubs gave reports high-

lighting favorite programs, projects and tours. The value of these reports became obvious 

as people eagerly wrote down the names of places to tour and speakers to engage for fu-

ture meetings and activities. Full reports of each club were collected in a booklet and given 

to each president providing more ideas. 

      The main business included a vote on what District 3 will do for table favors for the SAR 

meeting in March, and how we want to organize for the District 3 meeting in 2025. We de-

cided that all clubs will be involved in some way, and most signed up at the meeting to do 

specific tasks such as decorations, centerpieces, and registration. We have a lovely venue 

planned and a probable caterer. 

      Naturalist Bob Senn of South Carolina, gave the program, Wildlife and Wildflowers of 

the Carolinas. Bob shared many interesting and unusual facts about the animals he has 

studied.             

District 3 
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Davidson Garden Club 

District 3 
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District 5 
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District 5 
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District 8  
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The entire GCNC Family would like to recognize and welcome our new-
est Garden Club in District 8. 
  
Name: Anderson Creek Garden Club 
Located in Spring Lake ,NC. 
14 Members. 
President Janelle D. Nesbit. 

 

District 8  
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District 8  
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District 9 
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District 9 Fall Meeting News 

 

District 9 
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District 9 Fall Meeting News 

 

District 9 
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District 9 Fall Meeting News 

District 9 

Fun with Driftwood Garden Club President, Charles Leverett (right), District 9 Director -Annette Branco 

(center) and Tammy Dorfman (left), Vice-Director 
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District 9 Fall 
Meeting News 

 

District 9 

Past and present District 9 Directors  

Brenda Pollard (left) and Annette Branco 

(right) 
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District 9 Fall Meeting News 

 

District 9 
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Hillsborough Methodist Church, venue  

 

District 9 

Dist 9 Director and Vice-Director, holding 

book gifted to each attendee from 

speaker  
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District 10 
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District 10 
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District 10 
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District 10 
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District 10 
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District 10 



 

The North Carolina Gardener | WINTER 2024  38 

 

 

District 10 
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District 11 
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District 11 
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District 11 
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District 11 



 

The North Carolina Gardener | WINTER 2024  43 

 

 

District 11 
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District 12 
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District 12 


