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Hi Everyone, 

Hope you are all doing well and enjoying the beautiful 

flowers, shrubs and trees that are 

blooming and showing us that Spring 

will soon be here.  

Linda 

President’s Message 
Linda McLendon 
GCNC President  
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Charles McLendon 
GCNC 1st Vice President/Membership 

Chair 
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Marilyn Wright— GCNC 2VP 
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Suzanne Gurski—GCNC 3rd Vice President, 
Youth Chair 
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What’s on the agenda in the upcoming months for garden club members? Never again will 
you have the opportunity to attend a South Atlantic Regional meeting, a 100th year 
celebration event of GCNC, and a meeting of the National Garden Club - all within driving 
distance 

MARCH 9 - 10 
RALEIGH , NC 

2025 SAR CONVENTION 
HOSTED 

 BY NORTH CAROLINA 

EVENTS—Installation Year 

MAY 4 - 6 
WINSTON-SALEM NC 

ANNUAL MEETING OF GCNC 
AND 100 YEAR 

 CELEBRATION 

MAY 18-21 
NORTH CHARLESTON S.C. 

ANNUAL MEETING OF 
THE NATION GARDEN 

CLUBS, INC. 

https://gardenclubofnc.org/meetinginfo.php?id=66&ts=1738192795
https://gardenclubofnc.org/meetinginfo.php?id=67&ts=1738191026
https://gardenclubofnc.org/meetinginfo.php?id=67&ts=1738191026
https://gardenclubofnc.org/meetinginfo.php?id=67&ts=1738191026
https://gardenclubofnc.org/meetinginfo.php?id=67&ts=1738191026
https://gardenclubofnc.org/meetinginfo.php?id=67&ts=1738191026
https://gardenclubofnc.org/meetinginfo.php?id=88&ts=1738250332
https://gardenclubofnc.org/meetinginfo.php?id=88&ts=1738250332
https://gardenclubofnc.org/meetinginfo.php?id=88&ts=1738250332
https://gardenclubofnc.org/meetinginfo.php?id=88&ts=1738250332
https://gardenclubofnc.org/meetinginfo.php?id=88&ts=1738250332
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Start Online Registration 

https://form.jotform.com/250361053748152
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GCNC News 

https://ncbg.unc.edu/
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From the desk of Marilyn Wright 
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Billy Oakley, husband, and friends 

arrive at North Myrtle Beach condo 

on the beach (10th) floor, ready to 

enjoy a Valentine’s weekend.  Billy 

won the valentine raffle sponsored 

by GCNC Ways and Means com-

mittee. 

GCNC Committee News 

Ways and Means 
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Marilyn Wright— as Historian 
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GCNC Affiliates News 

http://www.wcfrs.org/
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Chair:  Paula Hartman paulamhartman1947@gmail.com 

Blue/Gold Star Markers 

Blue-gold-star-tri-fold-brochure  

Blue and Gold Star Marker Types 
 

 

https://gardenclubofnc.org/images/downloads/BlueGoldStarMarkers/blue_gold_star_tri_fold_brochure_download.pdf
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Chair:  Paula Hartman paulamhartman1947@gmail.com 

Blue/Gold Star Markers 

Blue-gold-star-tri-fold-brochure  

Blue and Gold Star Marker Types 

https://gardenclubofnc.org/images/downloads/BlueGoldStarMarkers/blue_gold_star_tri_fold_brochure_download.pdf
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Chair:  Paula Hartman 

Blue/Gold Star Markers 

email paulamhartman1947@gmail.com with any questions .   

"All to see, lest we forget,  those who help to keep us free." 

Blue-gold-star-tri-fold-brochure  

 

Markers dedication this administration 2023-2025: 

 Date Club/Location Marker Type/Quantity 

9/1/2023 Garden Club of New River Bmemorial/1 
 Sneeds Ferry, NC  

 Sneeds Ferry Btranch Library  

 Onslow County Commissioners  
9/1/2023 Garden Club of New River GMemorial/1 
 Sneeds Ferry, NC  

 Sneeds ferry Branch Library  

 Onslow County Commissioners  
11/11/2023 The Cary Garden Club Bmemorial/1 
 The Town of Cary  
11/12/2023 Lady Banks Garden Club, Dudley, N.C. BMemorial/1 
 Dudley Christian Church, Dudley, N.C.  

 230 O'Berry Road  

 Dudley, N.C.  28333  
11/12/2023 Lady Banks Garden Club, Dudley, N.C. GMemorial/1 
 Dudley Christian Church, Dudley, N.C.  

 230 O'Berry Road  

 Dudley, N.C.  28333  
5/3/2024 Cross Creek - Briarwood Garden Club GMemorial/1 
 Cumberland County Veterans Council  

 NC State Elks Association  

 Freedom Memorial Park  

 Fayetteville, NC  

https://gardenclubofnc.org/images/downloads/BlueGoldStarMarkers/blue_gold_star_tri_fold_brochure_download.pdf
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Blue/Gold Star Markers 
Markers dedication this administration 2023-2025: 

 

Date Club/Location Marker Type/Quantity 

5/18/2024 District 1 and District 2 Garden Clubs BMemorial/1 
 Western North Carolina  

 Garden Club of North Carolina  

 NC Department of Transportation  

 Madison County Welcome Center  

 6178 l-26 West  

 Mars Hill, NC  28754  
5/25/2024 Cedarwood Garden Club Gby-Way/1 
 Town of Jamestown, NC  

 Wren Miller Park  

 101 Guilford Road  

 Jamestown, NC  27282  
5/27/2024 The Cary Garden Club GMemorial/1 
 The Town of Cary  

 1517 North Harrison Avenue  

 Cary, NC  27513  
9/5/2024 Trent Woods Garden Club GMemorial/1 
 Disabled American Veterans Chapter 26 NC  

 City of Havelock  

 The City of Havelock Appearance Committee  

 Havelock City Park  

 198 Cunningham Blvd.  

 Havelock, NC 28532  
9/29/2024 Trent Woods Garden Club  BMemorial/1 
 Disabled American Veterans Chapter 26 NC  

 City of Havelock  

 The City of Havelock Appearance Committee  

 Havelock City Park  

 198 Cunningham Blvd  

 Havelock, NC  28532  
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District 1 
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District 1 
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Sylva Garden Club 

Helen Butler, President 

 

We planned a Thank You Luncheon to recognize 

people in our com-

munity who support 

us throughout the 

year.  Unfortunately, 

we had to cancel due 

to Hurricane Helene. 

In October, a group 

of young people from 

an after school pro-

gram, 

helped us 

with the 

planters on Main Street.  Before the plant-

ings, Wanda Romig, 1st VP, spent time with 

them to explain “how to plant for success 

“.   This included choosing a heathy plant, 

fertilization,  mulching and watering. 

 

District 1 



 

The North Carolina Gardener | SPRING 2025  24 

At our November Meeting, Minda Daughtry demon-

strated how to make Fall Wreaths using dried vines, 

flowers and grass-

es.  Members 

brought materials 

they had collected 

for the project. 

 

 

 

In November, students from the Early College Program at Smokey Mountain HS 

helped spread mulch at Bi Centennial Park.   

Meanwhile, The Sylva Garden Club Members were selling pecans to support our 

many project’s.   It was a busy Fall. 

District 1 
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Transylvania Garden Club, Brevard North Carolina  

Betsy Grant, President 

 

We celebrated the 2024 Theme, Renew-Recycle-Relearn- REJOICE with a very 

Special Holiday Luncheon. Several members decorated the tables with greenery 

from their yards and materials from their homes. Every member Rejoiced in an 

outfit that sparkled. 

The first meeting 

of 2025 will have 

a presentation on 

Native Medicinal 

Plants in Appala-

chia. 

District 2 
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District 2 
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Lake Norman Garden Club  
Our Lake Norman Garden Club came to-

gether for our Annual Christmas Celebration 
at the beautiful home of Cindy Guildy in 

Denver, NC.  Lots of wonderful food, fellow-
ship and of course, our Christmas Trivia 

Games.  This year the theme was Christmas 
Movies…  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Community Service Project Committee 
is busy with the coordination and 

design of a Pollinator Garden at the 
Sherrills Ford Library, in Sherrills 
Ford, NC.  In November, members 
of our committee Michele Petit and 

Karen Katile and Donna Smith 
headed to Burnsville, NC to the Car-
olina Native Plant Nursery.  Burns-

ville was ravaged by Hurricane Hele-
ne.  Due to the flood waters, Caroli-
na Native Plant Nursery was unable 
to commercially sell plants that were 

affected by the flood waters.  However, they graciously do-
nated all plants to various nonprofit organizations in the area.  We were able to se-

lect over 104 native plants, 15 varieties for our community project at the library.  
Thank you! 

District 2 
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Lake Norman Garden Club  
Fall 2024 included several workdays removing overgrown juniper ground cover in 
the library at the Sherrills Ford Library.  The design committee met in 2025, and 

plans are underway for planting in March 2025.  More to come  

District 2 
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District 3 



 

The North Carolina Gardener | SPRING 2025  30 

District 3 
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District 3 

http://www.davidsonsymposium.org/
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District 4 
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District 5 
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District 8  
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Tickets can also be purchased online at https://ticketmesandhills.com/
events/blooming-art-3-29-2025 or at the door.  

District 8 

https://ticketmesandhills.com/events/blooming-art-3-29-2025
https://ticketmesandhills.com/events/blooming-art-3-29-2025
http://ticketmesandhills.com/
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District 8  



 

The North Carolina Gardener | SPRING 2025  37 

 

Cottonland Garden Club District 8 

Carolina Caddell – president 

 

 We enjoyed a wonderful 

program by Mary Stone 

with Wagram Bee Apiary 

in December had and a 

very special Christmas so-

cial 

District 8  
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Hillsborough Garden Club 
Tammy Dorfman —President 
 

More information about our 100th anniversary… 

Our club was established in 1925, and we have planned a year full of events to 
commemorate our anniversary. Our year is aptly titled “100 Years of Gardening 
Together”. 

We have several special events planned for the year. We are kicking off the cele-
bration by entering a float in our town Holiday Parade. The parade committee is 
hard at work designing and creating a beautiful float themed “Gardening Through 
the Seasons”. 

On January 8th, a museum exhibit will open at the Orange County Historical Mu-
seum.  On display will be yearbooks and other memorabilia dating back to 1939, 
many from the 1940s and on to the current years. Past club members created sev-
eral scrapbooks with photos, newspaper clippings, letters, and awards, which will 
be used as the backdrop to beautiful vases, tea sets, and other vintage items 
which harken back to the day when meetings were more formal and held in mem-
ber’s homes. The exhibit will also include an art show featuring member-created 
art in watercolor and oil paintings, pottery, quilts, and more. We are excited to 
share our history with you. The museum is open to all at no charge. 

Our signature event is the Hillsborough Garden Tour, which will occur on May 3, 
2025. This year’s tour features ten stunning private gardens. Visitors will be treated 
to tucked-away treasures in some of our community’s oldest and most well-loved 
gardens. Seven of the homes on the tour are over 100 years old and are over 100 
years old and are revered in our historically-rich community. 

Garden Tour, 100 Years of Gardening Together. Saturday, May 3, 2025. Hills-
borough, NC. Contact: Frances Harris. Committee: Val Blettner, Bonnie Maddux, 
Pat O’Reilly, Sharon Billings, Tammy Dorfman, Peregrine Kavros, Alice Bohlen 

District 9 
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District 9 
The Heritage Garden Club, part of District 9 GCNC, 
started off 2025 with our January meeting. We have 24 
members and 15 attended the meeting, along with 5 
guests. We begin each meeting with a reading of the 
Collect, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. Our 
speaker was Michelle Rawlings, a horticulturalist at the 
Sarah P. Duke Gardens for the past 21 years and works 
in the Culbertson Asiatic Arboretum. Her presentation 
was on chrysanthemums. She provided a history on 
Asian mums, insights into hybridization and varieties, 
along with propagation details she uses at Duke Gar-
dens. She answered our member questions and then 
refreshments were enjoyed while we conducted our 
business meeting. 

Minutes were read by our Secretary, Lilla Gutay, from 
our past meeting and accepted. A report was made by 
our Treasurer, Patsy Morgan, who also provided re-
freshments with her sister, Jennie Bridges, a club mem-
ber. District 9 Director and Heritage GC President, An-
nette Branco, discussed District 9 activities and passed 
around the Club Annual Report to be filled in by mem-
bers. That report was submitted, along with all other 
Club Reports received, to Charles McLendon, 1st Vice-
President and Membership Chair for GCNC. Our Community Projects 
Chair, Kim Blatz, reported on the food drive we participated in during 
December  2024 and donated food worth 126 meals and we passed the 
hat at our Christmas Luncheon and donated $86, plus the refund the 
club received back from our donation to the District Fall Board Meeting 
in October, 2024. 

A gift certificate was presented to Annette Branco in appreciation of her 
6 years of service as our President. 

Announcements were made on upcoming NGC, SAR, and GCNC meet-
ings and attendance was encouraged. District 9 is hosting the GCNC 
Fall Meeting in Sept 2025 and a venue is close to a contract and a third 
of the Heritage GC members have agreed to help with the details to 
pull off such a meeting. All District 9 Club Presidents have been remind-
ed of the meeting since the Board Meeting in October 2024. More de-
tails will be sent to the 13 other clubs I n District 9. Please watch for the 
announcement of this meeting. 

All of our meetings are conducted in this manner and we usually stay 
under 2 hours of duration. Our meetings are held at St Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, for which we provide a donation for each meeting. Our year 
runs September-August, with no meetings June-Aug, except the Execu-
tive Board meetings to plan the next year. 
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District 10 
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District 10 
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The Raleigh Garden Club Is Turning 100  

The Raleigh Garden Club will mark its 100th anniversary 

on March 13, 2025 - which falls in Women’s History 

Month.  Since its founding as a women’s organization, 

The Raleigh Garden Club has had an outsize impact on 

Raleigh’s landscape. RGC members  have used their col-

lective green thumb to beautify the City of Raleigh 

through roadsides and park improvements, planting over 

4600 

trees, 

and the 

cultiva-

tion of 

public 

and pri-

vate gardens, including the famed Raleigh Rose Garden, 

Dix Chapel Garden, and Raleigh Historic Landmark Isa-

belle Bowen Henderson’s garden. 

District 10 
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Theodore Zettle 

From Fuquay Varina Garden Club District 10 

First snow in 3 years ! 

 

District 10 
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District 11 
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District 11 
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District 11 
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New Bern Garden Club District 11 
Michael Batten – President 
 
The New Bern Garden Club will be part of this 
year’s New Bern Heritage Homes Tour. We have 
been stewards of The Judge Wm. Gaston Law 
Office for many years. It has been an ongoing 
project for our club and we are very happy to be 
part of this event.  The building goes back to 
1825. We also have added a butterfly garden to 
the JGO. Also, next year we will be celebrating 
our 100th anniversary, having started in 1926 as 
part of the New Bern Woman’s Club. 

 

 

1926 New Bern Garden Club Celebrates 100 Years 

Plan a visit next year to New Bern ,North Car-
olina in 2025. Enjoy Tryon Palace and the Pal-
ace gardens. Included here is information 
from Tryon Palace website explaining the sig-
nificance of the Palace Gardens.  

16 Acres of Gardens to Explore! 

Stroll down our garden paths and step back 
into a bygone era. Encompassing more 
than 16 acres of gardens and landscapes, 
the Palace Gardens were designed by not-

ed landscape architect Morley Jeffers Williams in the 1950s and represent the formal garden 
style of 18th-century Britain. 

The formal “parterre” gardens of the Maude Moore Latham Garden and the Gertrude Carraway 
Garden display clipped hedges, flowers and paths in patterns. Our spring display includes 
daffodils, tulips and many other spring flowers. The Kellenberger Garden reflects the Colonial 
era with arrangements of marigolds and celosia which were popular in the 18th century.  

District 11 

Tryon Palace 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA 

Judge William Gaston Law Office 
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The formal “parterre” gardens of the Maude Moore Latham Garden and the Gertrude Carraway 

Garden display clipped hedges, flowers and paths in patterns. Our spring display includes daf-

fodils, tulips and many other spring flowers. The Kellenberger Garden reflects the Colonial era 

with arrangements of marigolds and celosia which were popular in the 18th century. There is 

always an abundance of herbs and vegetables growing in the Kitchen Garden. 

Also included in our site are gardens surrounding three historic houses – one with a formal 

lawn and camellia collection, town garden and swept yard/working garden. Three additional 

gardens reveal the splen-

dor of Victoria era. The 

Etteinne Mitchell Riverside 

Garden includes a diversity 

of native plants, which are 

both beautiful and play an 

important role in the eco-

system. The plants selected 

survive both periods of 

flooding and of dry soil, 

and provide food and shel-

ter for numerous animals. 

 

 

District 11 
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Trent Woods Garden Club 

Garden Therapy December 2024 by Karen Kimble 

TWGC volunteers had a festive time when they visited the residents at Navion in 

December. Everyone had fun making holiday bud vases and small floral arrange-

ments. After all the designing, a well-deserved snack of juice and cookies was en-

joyed by everyone. Our visit concluded with the singing of classic Christmas car-

ols. 

 

 

District 11 

Paula Hartman (center) District Director for 11 
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District 11 
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ENGLEWOOD GARDEN CLUB #268 —Rocky Mount, NC 

SAR Life Membership recipient, Elsie Sears 

Elsie has been a member of the Englewood GC for 65 years. She 

served as club historian and as a flower show judge.  Elsie contin-

ues to participate in Englewood's 

activities.   
 

District 12 
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District 12 
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During the Summer and Fall of 2024 RIGC members planted the following herbs and flowers in the four 

quadrants of the Shakespeare Herb Garden.  Herbs and flowers selected are well suited to the area’s coastal 

climate, will provide color throughout the year, and are the varieties closest to those planted by the Eliza-

bethans:  

Aloe     Johnny Jump Ups   Rosemary 

Calendula    Lavendar   Sage 

Chives     Marigold    Thyme (Wild) 

Chamomile (Roman)  Parsley    Winter Savory 

Hyssop       Yarrow (Yellow) 

The Spring replanting will complete the herb garden’s design and will include: 

Bee Balm     Mustard (Wild) 

Carroway     Saffron Crocus 

Cowslip     Sweet Marjoram 

Fennel (Bronze and Florence)   Yarrow (White) 

 

Two pomegranate trees will also be planted in the Shakespeare Herb Garden this Spring as fruit trees were 

often planted in Elizabethan herb gardens.  Pomegranate trees grow well in the Garden’s coastal climate 

and will provide additional color during Fall and Winter.  Dan Hossack secured a donation of pomegranate 

trees from North Carolina State University for the Shakespeare Herb Garden.  The trees arrived as seed-

lings but will be tall enough for planting this spring and will take three years to mature, allowing visitors 

the chance to note their progress. 

 

Once the Spring planting is completed the RIGC will help maintain the herb garden by weeding, watering 

and keeping herbs trimmed.  The Elizabethan Gardens will add new signage to the Shakespeare Herb Gar-

District 12 



 

The North Carolina Gardener | SPRING 2025  54 

 

Rocky Mount Garden Club Celebrates 90 Years of History 

The Rocky Mount Garden Club celebrated its 90th anniversary in December with an afternoon tea. 
North Carolina Garden Club President Linda McLendon, State First Vice President Charles 
McLendon, and District 12 Director Carolyn Ashbrook attended as special guests.  

District 12 
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To acknowledge the 

club’s 90-year history, 

many of the members 

dressed in vintage cloth-

ing complemented by 

hats and gloves. Each 

table was set with china 

and a centerpiece select-

ed by a table hostess. 

Long-time active mem-

ber Brenda Crocker 

highlighted the club’s 

achievements over the 

years, and Dr. Dan 

Crocker played a selec-

tion of Christmas songs 

and classic tunes on his trum-

pet.  

The Rocky Mount Garden Club 
was organized in 1934 by a 
small group of women who saw 
a need for civic beautification 
in the area. Two members of 
the Rocky Mount Garden Club 
have served as state president. 
Mrs. Ethel Daughtridge was 
elected in 1959, and Mrs. Bren-
da Crocker began her term in 
2019. 

District 12 
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RICH SQUARE GC #277—Rich Square 

Sarah Ivey 

On Monday, December 16th, the Rich Square Garden Club had their annual lumi-
nary lighting in the downtown area. This is the Club’s major fundraiser each year. 

This year they sold 722 lumi-
naries. Each luminary has “in 
memory of” or “in honor of” 
and the name of the individual 
written in it.  

District 12 
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The members prepare the bags with the 
names, sand and candles and place 
them along sidewalks. During the time 
the luminaries are lit, the members en-
joy a light meal while people come to 
walk around the luminaries remember-
ing loved ones and friends. 

 

GCNC District 12 
RICH SQUARE GC #277—
Rich Square 
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To submit articles, events and items of interest for sub-
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